__New Products For

Kitchen & Bath

by Patrick Galvin

everal  distinct —
trends marked this B

year’s Kitchen/
Bath Industry Show in
Atlanta. More products
than ever feature glitzy,
glossy finishes, and most
“standard” lines look as
good as the custom lines
of a few years ago. Also,
the conservation trend
continues with the
advancement of recycling
storage designs and water-
saving bathroom product
innovations.

More Storage For
More Stuff

The word in cabinets
these days is sophistica-
tion. Most of the stock
cabinet manufacturers
now offer some lines with
a full range of interior

accessories and in high Kraftmaid’s English Country line of semicustom cabinets is one of several stock lines that offer the look
and features of custom cabinets.

styles, such as KraftMaid’s
English Country (see
photo, right). Many makers offer
glossy white polyester or lacquer
finishes. This kind of styling and
finishing (previously available
mainly in custom cabinets) can
add considerable expense to the
standard unit.

Some designers say white cabi-
netry is out, but you couldn’t tell
this at the shows. White is whiter
than ever, made more lively with
big splashes of color on counter
surfaces, backsplashes, walls, and
accessories.

Among cabinet accessories,
Hafele showed a very handy step
stool that folds down to provide a
firm base for children at a sink or
lavatory, or to help cooks reach
high shelves in the wall cabinets.
[t can be mounted on any cabinet
or vanity door. Hafele also exhibit-
ed a very sturdy kitchen tabletop
that can be mounted and pulled
out from under a counter (see Fig-
ure 1, next page). Most custom

cabinets have pull-out tables with
front legs that fit into recesses in
the front of the cabinet run. The
Hafele table improves on this by
providing full extension slides,
making legs unnecessary and
installation neater and quicker.

High-tech storage. Automated
storage comes to the kitchen with
White’s Kitchen Carousel. The new
Carousel is about the size of a
refrigerator and has 14 shelves
with a total shelf area of 30 square
feet. You rotate the shelves by
pushing a numbered electronic
keypad, which also serves as an
index, to call whatever product
you want to the opening. It oper-
ates on a standard 115V current.

The Carousel joins White’s Stor-
mate family of automated systems
for pantries and closets. These sys-
tems might interest any builder or
client looking to add amenities or
squeeze a lot of storage space into a
small area.
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The recycling-conscious
kitchen. Nearly all cabinet and
hardware manufacturers have cre-
ated new products or adapted old
ones to make recycling easier.

For cabinet manufacturers, this
is usually a wood bin that rolls out
from a base cabinet, with two,
three, or four compartments. For
hardware manufacturers, it is usu-
ally a wire tray with one or more
receptacles that slide out on exten-
sion slides fitted into a base cabi-
net.

Sleeker, Whiter Appliances
Kitchen appliances are also
whiter and more sophisticated in
styling and function. Everything is
more cleanable, more electronic,
and more energy-efficient,
although there is still no certain
answer for the upcoming ban
(1996) on the ozone-destroying
fluorocarbons used in refrigerators.
Microwaves will now pop your

programmed automati-
cally to cook or defrost
specific foods.

In refrigerators,
Amana is the first to offer
a special enclosed chiller
compartment with a con-
trol to keep milk and
other dairy products five
degrees colder than the
normal 40 degrees,
lengthening their storage
life. This is endorsed by
the American Dairy
Industry Association.

Dishwasher manufac-
turers are stressing water
conservation and quieter
operation — new models
have added insulation to
isolate noise sources. Pre-
mium models save ener-
gy with booster heaters,
so the temperature at the
house’s main water
heater can be reduced.

Asko, a Swedish manufacturer,
introduced a compact dishwasher
that can be installed on a counter-
top under wall cabinets (see Figure
2, next page). It is 191/2 inches
high and 217/s inches wide, and, at
227/16 inches deep, it will not pro-
trude beyond the front edge of the
counter. The two models are any-
thing but compact in performance,
however; Model 770 has 20 wash-
ing programs, Model 760 has eight,
and both have three temperature
settings, all controlled by electron-
ic keypads. Asko says these models
will accommodate six complete
place settings and use only 3.6 gal-
lons of water. They also can be
installed in a base cabinet run or
be freestanding. Asko also has a
line of full-size dishwashers.

Ranges, like other appliances,
are mostly white except for several
commercial styles that cling to the
metallic look. Here the emphasis

Convenience, conservation, and fancy finishes

mark this year’s K&B product innovations
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Figure 1. The
full-extension
slides on
Hafele’s new
pull-out
table/counter
surface make
legs unneces-
sary.

is on streamlined design and
cleanability. Most electric stove-
tops have the sheet-of-glass look
in white or black, and most gas
models can be lifted apart for easy
cleaning. Most manufacturers offer
downdraft models with rear vent
devices that pull up for use. More
convection ovens are being intro-
duced, which cook faster than tra-
ditional ovens by moving air in
the cavity. Generally, the cook-

Figure 2. The
compact size of
this water-effi-
cient dishwasher
by Asko makes it
suitable for
counter-level
mounting, easing
loading and
unloading.

tops and wall ovens look much
more sophisticated than the
ranges.

Smaller, Faster Flushes

The ongoing issue in toilet
design is still how to get a good
low-flow product without spend-
ing a fortune. In particular, do the
less expensive gravity-fed units
perform as well as the pressure-
assisted “flushometer” units, which

cost twice as much? American
Standard tests show a carry of 60
feet down the drain line with
flushometer models, and 40 feet
(the minimum requirement for
most standards) with gravity fed.
Advocates of gravity-fed systems
say that water from dishwashers,
washing machines, sinks, and lava-
tories will add sufficient water vol-
ume to keep drain lines clear, but
at this point, neither manufactur-
ers nor legislators can predict their
long-term performance. This is an
area where it will pay to keep
informed on product evaluations
in the trade press.

The retro route. Two products
offer new ways to retrofit existing
3.5-gallon toilets for lower flow.
Con-Tech’s Future Flush has a dual
flush handle. A long finger of the
handle releases a 31/2-gallon flush
to move solid waste. But for the
five out of six flushes that carry
only liquid waste and paper, a
short finger on the handle releases
only the adequate 1.5 gallons. In a

Figure 3. This
Laufen/Geberit
commode saves
floor space by
stashing the
works in a 2x6

stud wall.

four-person household this can
save more than 24,000 gallons per
year.

Eco-Flush (Canedco) consists of
a new flapper valve and a double
doughnut device with an
adjustable gap that fits on the
overflow. It cuts the volume of
water used per flush in half.

Both these devices improve on
devices such as toilet dams by
using all the water in the tank for
full head pressure; this gives a
forceful, effective flush while still
saving water.

New designs. One interesting
new design is Laufen’s wall-mount-
ed Capella bowl, which comes with
a Geberit concealed tank (see Fig-
ure 3). The tank mounts in the
framing in the wall behind, which
must have a stud space at least 43/4
inches deep and 183/4 inches wide.
It requires a 1/2-inch supply line
and a 3-inch (nominal) outlet.
The flusher is a handsome metal
plate in the wall.

A French firm, Actana, offers
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Figure 4.
Grohmix is

one of several
shower faucets
that control the
temperature and
protect against
pressure changes.

Figure 5. This new tub by Kohler has a gasketed door to ease entry; when it closes
and the water rises, sensors push the gaskets out to seal the door.

Superflush, a toilet that uses only
0.8 gallons per flush. It is actually
an “upflush” toilet, with a mechan-
ical pump that can send waste up,
such as from a basement, as high as
20 feet or horizontally as far as 165
feet through a 11/4-inch drain line.
Other appliances can be drained
through it as well, making it dou-
bly attractive as a basement model.
Most other models require the
installation of a pump either in a
platform under the toilet (raising
the toilet level), somewhere
behind the toilet, or buried in the
basement floor.

Actana says the model is quiet,
with the motor running for only
five seconds per flush, and that the
line has sold well in Europe for 20
years. Two top-of-the-line models
have Villeroy and Boch bowls in
various colors. Actana also makes
a “Kwikflush” motor that brings

the same upflush action to other
standard toilets.

Fine-tuning the flow. Prodded
by new state and local code
requirements, manufacturers are
coming out with more temperature
and pressure regulators for show-
ers. Anti-scald mixing valves
include Grohe’s Grohmix, a ther-
mostat/pressure balance mixer that
lets you specify a desired water
temperature (see Figure 4, previous
page). To get anything hotter than
100°F you must push a red override
button.

The Temptrol by Symmons must
be manually adjusted to your
desired temperature, but it will
maintain that temperature through
supply pressure fluctuations of up
to 85%. The Safetymix Visu-Temp,
also by Symmons, has an integral
thermometer; you turn the dial to
the temperature you want and the

Figure 6. When it comes to sinks, cast iron is out, synthetic stone is in. Moen'’s
Moenstone (top) and Franke’s Quartz Elements (above) are among the new gen-
eration of solid surfacing products.

valve does the rest.

Easy access to tub and shower.
This year brought the usual abun-
dance of fancy whirlpool tubs.
Kohler did produce something new
however — a 5-foot Precedence
model with a doorway that opens
inward to admit those unable (or
not wanting) to climb over the rim
(see Figure 5). When the door is
closed and the water drawn, sen-
sors on the bottom of the door
push a waterproofing gasket out to
seal the door. There is a seat at one
end.

Atmo, of France, exhibited a
glass shower door that can be lifted
11 inches (spring-assisted) and
folded flat against the wall to pro-
vide easy access. The door also
eliminates the need for a door
track on the side of the tub.

Lyons Industries offered another
solution to the track problem:

folding shower doors of clear plas-
tic with a flange at the bottom that
bends inward over the tub rim to
deflect all water inside.

Like a Rock

On the way out, it seems, are
cast-iron sinks. American Standard
announced this year that it will no
longer make them, preferring to buy
them from other makers.

This is but one consequence of
the industry’s move to rock-like
synthetic products (see Figure 6).
Only three years ago, there were
four widely available choices. Now
you can choose from (among oth-
ers) American Standard’s Americ-
ast, Moen’s Moenstone, Elkay’s
Sculptura, Blanco’s Silacron 2000,
Rock Solid’s Granitek, Franke’s
Quartz Elements, Nevamar’s Foun-
tainhead, Swan’s Swanstone, and, of
course, DuPont’s Corian, which
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o1 Figure 7. Chair
rails, casings,
and other Corian
trims made by
TFI Corporation
snap onto
premounted clips
and can be used
in wet locations.

has been around for 25 years.
Spray-on stone. One of the
show’s more intriguing product
introductions is Omniplex Liquid
Stone by Seagrave Coatings Corpo-
ration. This is a high-solids, spray-
on polyester material that gives
almost any base the look of gran-
ite, onyx, or other stone-like mate-
rial. You can make a countertop,
cabinet, or trim of wood or plastic,
with intricate carvings or mold-
ings, and then spray it to look like
Corian, Avonite, or a similar mate-
rial. Liquid Stone needs no cutting,

Corporation, a hardware supplier.
They can be used for all the usual
spots, as well as for wet areas like
shower and tub surrounds (see Fig-
ure 7). They snap into place with
premounted clips and are available
from Corian distributors in wood-
grain patterns and other solid and
textured colors.

Value Amid the Glitter

The many opportunities to
upgrade may seem a bit out of
place during a recession, but there
are many products that are well

routing, shaping, gluing, or edge- worth the money. If your customers
-| banding. Seagrave says repairs can don’t agree, the standard economy
= be made by sanding (for scratches) models are still available. m
or filling (for deep gouges).
Y e Corian chair rails. Another new  Patrick Galvin, formerly editor and
Vi LT item is a line of chair rails and other  publisher of Kitchen and Bath Busi-
decorative moldings and trim fash- ness, writes on kitchens and baths
ioned from DuPont Corian by TFI  from East Windsor, N.J.
For More Information
Actana Canedco Kohler Co. Seagrave Coatings (Omni-
12 bis avenue des Gobelins 15355-116 Ave. 444 Highland Dr. plex)
75005 Paris, France Edmonton, AB T5M 375 Kohler, WI 53044 320 Paterson Plank Rd.

(01)(47) 07.33.45

Amana Refrigeration Co.
Amana, [A 52204
800/843-0304

American Standard
Box 6820
Piscataway, NJ 08855
908/980-3000

Asko

903 No. Bowser

Suite 200

Richardson, TX 75081

800/367-2444; 214/644-8595

Atmo
3 rue G. Billy-B.P.

03302 Cusset Cedex, France

(01)(70) 98.38.12

Avonite

1945 Highway 304
Belen, NM 87002
505/864-3800

Blanco America

1001 Lower Landing Rd.
Blackwood, NJ 18012
800/451-5782

Canada
800/661-5462

Con-Tech Industries
2780 Loker Ave. West
Carlsbad, CA 92008
619/438-5559

DuPont Corian

Attn: Kelly Krakowski
BMP 10-1283, Box 80010
Wilmington, DE 19880
800/426-7426

Elkay Manufacturing Co.
222 Camden Ct.

Oak Brook, IL 60521
708/574-8484

Franke Inc.

212 Church Rd.

North Wales, PA 19454
215/699-8761

Grohe America Inc.

900 Lively Blvd.

Wood Dale, IL 60191
800/323-9660; 708/350-2600

Hafele America

P.O. Box 4000
Archdale, NC 27263
800/842-3345

414/457-4441

KraftMaid Cabinetry
P.O. Box 1055
Middlefield, OH 44062
216/632-5333

Laufen/Geberit

c/o Burgess & Assoc.
34480 Goddard
Romulus, MI 48174
800/837-0092

Lyons Industries
Box 88

Dowagiac, MI 49047
800/458-9036

Moen

377 Woodland Ave.
Elyria, OH 44036
800/321-8809

National Kitchen and Bath
Assoc.

687 Willow Grove St.
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
800/843-6522

Nevamar Corp.

8339 Telegraph Rd.
Odenton, MD 21113
301/551-5000

Carlstadt, NJ 07072
800/426-0496

Swan Corp.

Suite 23001, City Center
St. Louis, MO 63101
314/231-8148

Symmons Industries
31 Brooks Dr.
Braintree, MA 02184
617/848-2250

TFI Corp.

240 Ryan Ave.
Chico, CA 95926
800/395-8797

White Home Products

2401 Lake Park Dr., Suite 220
Smyrna, GA 30080
404/431-0900
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