
Q. I have a job with a ridge beam built-up
out of four pieces of LVL. Is there a ridge
vent available that will span the wide open-
ing this requires in the roof?

A. Henri de Marne responds: You could
use a system I devised years ago before
the advent of variable pitch ridge
vents, a design which Air Vent Inc.
(800/247-8368) borrowed and illus-
trates in their product literature for
using utility vent on steep roofs.

You have the choice of setting the top
of the rafters up 1 inch above the top of
the LVL so as to allow an air space or of
leaving the rafter tops flush with the
top of the LVL and simply carrying the
plywood to the ridge, where the two
sides will butt (for extra support you
can add triangular blocks on top of the
ridge beam). If you choose the second
option, cut a 1-inch-wide ventilation
slot at the appropriate spot on each side
of the ridge (see illustrations). 

The ridge vent is composed of sections
of Air Vent’s Utility Vent (it comes in 8-
foot lengths, four to a package, with con-
nector pieces and filter material) installed
on each side of a site-built mini-roof. We

found it easiest to build this mini-roof in
8-foot sections on the ground, attaching
1/2-inch plywood to 2x2s 24 inches on-
center. After nailing the mini-roof to the
ridge, we installed the vent strips over the
plywood, and covered the whole thing
with 15-lb. felt and roof shingles.

We used this system on my own
house in 1979 and on a number of
other jobs before adjustable-pitch vents
became common. It is still one of my
favorites because it is externally baffled
and is as strong as the roof itself.

Henri de Marne, of Waitsfield, Vt., con-
sults on building technology and is a con-
tributing editor of the Journal of Light
Construction.

Removing Old Grout

Q. Is there an easy way to remove old
grout from a tub surround without working
by hand with a grout saw? 

A. Michael Byrne responds: If the reason
you’re removing the grout is that it’s old
and crumbly, try a utility knife first. If
the grout is soft enough, this will work,

though you may go through a lot of
blades. For wide grout lines — 1/4 inch
or more — you might try this tech-
nique: With a steady hand, use a dry-
cutting diamond blade in an angle
grinder or circular saw and cut out the
middle of the joint. Then cut away the
rest with a utility knife (set the blade
only as deep as the tile). 

For really persistent grout and narrow
joints, there’s no easy answer: It’s a
tedious and time-consuming process
that’s unforgiving of mistakes — you
stand a good chance of slipping and
scoring the tile. 

If the reason you want to remove the
grout is that it’s discolored, you might
spare yourself the effort and try a grout
colorant to hide the stain instead.

Michael Byrne is the director of the
Ceramic Tile Education Foundation in
Clemson, S.C. 

GOT A QUESTION about a building
or renovation project? Send it to On
the House, JLC, RR 2, Box 146,
Richmond, VT 05477; or 
e-mail to jlc@bginet.com.
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