RESOURCES

Green CD

One of the best construction
industry resources is now avail-
able on CD-ROM. The E Build Library is
a complete CD-ROM archive of the
first five years of Environmental
Building News, a 16-page monthly
newsletter covering environmentally
sustainable design and construction
issues. Using a free copy of Adobe’s
Acrobat Reader v3.0 included on the
disk, users can search all issues by
topic keyword, and view the complete
article text, including graphics. You
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The E Build Library allows users to search
and view text and graphics from any article
in any issue from the first five years of
Environmental Building News, the leading
monthly newsletter on sustainable design
and construction.

Roof Framing Made Easy

If you're tired of scratching your
head every time you're faced with a
complex roof framing job, take a look
at the Roof Framer’s Bible. The newly
published paperback edition of this
pocket-sized reference contains nearly
200 pages of tables with everything
you need to layout and cut common,
hip, valley, and jack rafters for virtually
any roof pitch. The charts show the
length of both common and hip and
valley rafters, decimal “factors” used to
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Roof Framer’s Bible, The Complete Pocket
Reference to Roof Framing

(2nd edition) by Barry D. Mussell, M.E.I.
Publishing (770/389-1703); paperback,
31/2x7; 230 pages, $10.95.

can navigate to other issues and arti-
cles by clicking on highlighted cross
references, or jump directly to World
Wide Web sites (if you have an
Internet connection) by clicking on
embedded links. Current EBN sub-
scribers can purchase the E Build
Library for $95 (including shipping
and handling; $165 for nonsub-
scribers) by phone (802/257-7300) or
email (library@ebuild.com); you can
also order and receive article updates
at EBN’s Web site (www.ebuild.com).

calculate rafter lengths from two-
dimensional drawings, and lengths of
jack rafters and the common difference
between jack rafter lengths. Also
included are layout instructions for
bay window roofs and polygons, sim-
ple methods for drawing ellipses and
arches, basic trigonometry formulas,
and an explanation of how to frame
“bastard” roofs — hip roofs with
unequal pitches. It's not exactly bed-
time reading, but it could prevent a
few sleepless nights. m
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