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Readers’ Tips
Best techniques from the field

Send Us Your Tips

We want your best deck-building tips. We’re partnering with 
DeWalt to give away a power tool each issue to the reader who 
sends the best tip to prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for 
the January/February 2014 issue is a 20-volt cordless oscillating 
multi-tool kit. So, write up those tips. Don’t sweat the grammar  
or the spelling—that’s what editors get paid for. Take a photo 
(your camera’s best setting, please), or send a sketch on the 
back of a napkin. 

I often see very expensive decks with 
the fascia in direct contact with the 

lawn or ground. This practically guar-
antees that the fascia will be damaged by 
water or weed whackers. To prevent such 
damage and to give our decks a more 
finished look, we always install concrete 
curbs directly underneath the fascia, all 
around the perimeter.

We form the curbs using 2x4s, as on 
a sidewalk but without any rebar. Since 
we typically pour our own concrete foot-
ings, we form and pour the curbs at the 
same time as the footings. To match the 
fascia or even the lawn, we often use a 
color additive when we’re mixing up 
the concrete. We buy the additive at our 
local masonry supplier, paying about 
$50 for a 5-pound bag, which will color 
approximately 50 linear feet of curb. 
Overall, the curbs add only $200 to a 
typical project. 

Gary Cherene owns Sun Coast Deck in 
Redondo Beach, Calif.

Concrete Curbs for Fascia
by Gary Cherene

This reader’s tip wins a DeWalt DCF886D2 20-volt brushless impact driver kit.  ❖


