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Readers’ Tips
Best techniques from the field

Send Us Your Tips
We want your best deck-building tips. We’re partnering with DeWalt to give 
away a power tool each issue to the reader who sends the best tip to  
prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for the May/June 2014 issue is a 20-volt 
cordless oscillating multi-tool kit. So, write up those tips. Don’t sweat the 
grammar or the spelling—that’s what editors get paid for. Take a photo (your 
camera’s best setting, please), or send a sketch on the back of a napkin. 

Keeping Concrete Mix Dry
by Emanuel Silva

I always mix the concrete for my deck 
and porch footings on site, so I have 

my footing material and framing lumber 
delivered together at the start of a project. 
I used to cover my sacks of premixed con-
crete with a tarp or store them in a garage 
if there was one, but worrying about the 
sacks getting wet or having to lug them 
back and forth was a problem. So I came 
up with a quick and inexpensive solution. 

All I need to keep six sacks of concrete 
mix dry indefinitely is a couple of scrap 
4x4 posts, two contractor trash bags, and 
a roll of house-wrap tape. First I lay the 
posts flat on the ground and far enough 
apart to support the sacks so they won’t 

touch the ground. Then I slip the first 
sack into one of the contractor bags, lay-
ing the bagged concrete flat across the 
posts (1). I stack the remaining sacks on 
top of the first until the contractor bag 
is filled, then tie the bag up. Finally, I slip 
the second bag over the first (2), tape the 
bottom edges of all four sides, and tape 
down any loose ends to keep the bag from 
flapping in the wind (3). Now I can leave 
the jobsite without worrying about bad 
weather, and know that my concrete mix 
will be dry when I return.

Emanuel Silva is a carpenter in North 
Andover, Mass.

This reader’s tip wins a DeWalt 20-volt cordless oscillating multi-tool kit.

1

2

3


