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READERS’ TIPS
Best techniques from the field

Send Us Your Tips

We want your best deck-building tips. We’re partnering with DeWalt 
to give away a power tool each issue to the reader who sends the 
best tip to prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for the June 2015 
issue is a 20-volt DCS 387 cordless recip saw. So, write up those 
tips. Don’t sweat the grammar or the spelling — that’s what editors 
get paid for. Take some photos (your camera’s best setting, please), 
or send a sketch on the back of a napkin. 

I quickly learned that red and even 
blue chalk lines leave almost indel-

ible marks on composite decking. My 
solution is to keep a chalk box filled with 
white chalk, for results that can easily be 
washed away. Stanley’s white marking 

chalk works the best and should be avail-
able at your local lumberyard or build-
ing supplier. If you can’t find any, there’s 
always baby powder. To fill my chalk box 
from the container, I just fold a sheet 
of paper down the middle, dump some 

powder on the paper, and then use the 
paper as a funnel to slide the powder 
into the opening.  ❖

Dennis Rohan is a remodeler and deck builder 
in San Juan Capistrano, Calif.

by Dennis Rohan

Easy-Erase Chalk Lines


