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READERS’ TIPS

Best techniques from the field

Night Lights

by Roger Anderson

O ur clients had three goals when
they asked us to design and build
this deck for them: Make it feel like an
extension of the house, both for dining
and relaxing; provide alittle privacy from
the nice but talkative 4-year-old next
door; and finally, introduce a romantic
element. This simple and cost-effective
design satisfied all three goals.

We extended the deck’s corner and
intermediate guard posts by about
41/ feet, putting the top of the posts
88 inches above deck level. We drilled
holes there to accommodate standard
12-inch-diameter Type L copper plumb-
ing pipes, which function as curtain
rods. The holes are drilled deep to allow
the pipe to slide in and out easily for
changing out the curtains seasonally.
The clients chose lightly woven 86-inch
panels that dry out quickly after a rain.

The lighting is provided by a single
string of wet-location-approved patio
lights that we bought at Costco for about
$50. The 48-foot-long string has 24 sock-
ets spaced 2 feet apart, which we fastened
to the back of the unfinished cedar 1x8s

that we ran between the tops of the guard
posts. For now, the lights simply plug into
an outdoor receptacle, which was already
in place. Butif there had been an electri-
cian onsite, a better arrangement would

have been to install a dedicated switch
with a timer. <

Roger Anderson lives in Silverdale, Wash.
Design and photos by RobertaLealmages.com.

Send Us Your Tips

We want your best deck-building tips. We're partnering with DeWalt
to give away a power tool each issue to the reader who sends the
best tip to prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for the May/June
2016 issue is a 20-volt brushless 3-speed drill/driver kit. So, write

up those tips. Don't sweat the grammar or the spelling—that’s what
editors get paid for. Take a photo (your camera’s best setting, please),
or send a sketch on the back of a napkin.
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