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READERS’ TIPS

Best techniques from the field

A Post
Scribe Card

by Bruce Guertin

S cribing decking so thatit fits tightly
around guardrail posts is a fussy
job that requires repeated measuring
and marking of cut lines. While mark-
ing the sides of the posts using a square
is pretty straightforward, it’s trickier
marking the depth of the cut parallel
with the decking, especially if a post is
slightly out of alignment with the other
posts. To simplify the process, I use a
postscribe card—a simple jig that I make
with a piece of aluminum flashing to
help me to mark the parallel line pre-
cisely every time.

Afterlining up the border deck board
against the run of guard posts, I measure
the distance from the edge of the deck
board to the desired overhang line. For
example, if the distance from the inside
edge of the posts to the edge of the deck
fasciais 1 Y4 inches and I want the deck-
ing to overhang the fascia by an inch, the
total would be 2 Y4 inches.

Then I take an aluminum flashing
card and bend it at a 90-degree angle so
that one leg measures 2 V4 inches. I press
the inside edge of the bend against each
deck post and scribe the cut line along
the 2 V4-inch leg of the card. If the post

is twisted or slightly out of line with the
other posts, the jig will automatically
account for the variation. So when I cut
out the notches for the border, each post
will have a perfect fit.

This technique also works with posts
that are mounted inside the fascia.

Often, with the internal posts, the joint

between two boards falls somewhere in
the middle of the posts, so you have to
scribe both pieces of decking. With the
postscribe card, the process is a lot faster
and easier.

Bruce Guertin is a general contractor

in Coventry, R.1.

Send Us Your Tips

We want your best deck-building tips. We're partnering with DeWalt
to give away a power tool each issue to the reader who sends the
best tip to prodeck@hanleywood.com. The prize for the June 2017
issue is a compact 20-volt brushless reciprocating-saw kit. So,
write up those tips. Don't sweat the grammar or the spelling—that’s
what editors get paid for. Take a photo (your camera’s best setting,
please), or send a sketch on the back of a napkin.
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