Trade Tips

BY CHAD TRIPLETT

Layout-Square Modification

One thing that I was taught when first learning
wall layout was to fill in the 11/2-inch indent on
my layout square with liquid correction fluid (like
Wite Out). I do this on my Swanson Speed Square,
but it can be done on just about any brand of lay-
out square. The white stands out, so with a quick
glance, I can easily locate and align the square
with marks when I'm laying out wall plates.

I now teach carpentry and require all my stu-
dents to do this on their layout squares. When
teaching layout, we have students draw all sides
of every framed wall component. While veteran
framers might scoff at the idea of marking both
sides of every framing component, we find that
the extra effort is helpful for new carpenters and
gives students more practice drawing the layout.
Using the “Wite Out” trick helps tremendously in
this process.

Students who are learning the trade need rep-
etition and practice. Having them thoroughly lay
out wall plates also gives them the visual guid-
ance they need when learning to assemble com-
ponents of a framed wall correctly. And, since we
are in an educational setting, doing things cor-
rectly is more important than doing things fast.

Chad Triplett is the building trades program coordinator
at San Juan College, in Farmington, N.M.

Send us your tips: JLC, in partnership with our sister
publication Tools of the Trade and Milwaukee Tools, is
giving away a power tool each issue to the reader who
sends us the best trade tip. (Next month, we'll give
away a Milwaukee M18 Fuel 7 1/4-inch cordless circu-
lar saw, shown at right.) Send tips to JLC-Editorial@
hanleywood.com with “Trade Tip” in the subject line.
Any building trade qualifies. Don’t sweat the grammar
or writing; that’s what JLC editors get paid for. Only
entries with high-quality photos can be considered.
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