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DAY’S END
Focus on good design and clever construction

provides the homeowners with a better 
view of the nearby Santa Ana Mountains 
when they are snowcapped in the winter. 

To illuminate the steps for both safety 
and as a design element, we installed 
a series of recessed lights in the risers. 
These are part of the package of 57 Trex 
step and cap low-voltage lights that illu-
minate the deck and railing.  ❖

Michael Walter owns MLW Construction, in 
Anaheim Hills, Calif.

Last year, to prep for a major back-
yard living project (A), I installed a 

wide La Cantina five-panel hinged door 
that opened onto an existing concrete 
patio behind my client’s home. While 
we had the wall opened up to beef up 
the framing seismically with Simpson 
Strong-Tie Strong-Wall shear wall panels 
and a 20-inch-high PSL header (B), we 
upgraded the electric to provide controls 
and wiring for a planned patio cover 
and a new 1,000-square-foot deck. 
Recently, I returned with my crew to 
finish up the project, located in the hills 
of California’s northern Orange County. 

We started by removing the exist-
ing deck and breaking up the concrete 
patio. Then, after building the forms 
for new engineered footings to sup-
port the patio cover, we brought in a 

subcontractor to monolithically pour 
the footings and a new stamped and 
colored concrete patio. 

We anchored a pair of 6x6 posts to 
the footings with seismic brackets, then 
lifted a big PSL beam into position on 
top of the posts. After connecting the 
beam to the posts with more seismic 
hardware, we hung the patio cover’s 
2x8 rafters and 2x6 ceiling joists, then 
sheathed and shingled the roof (C). 

While the stucco contractor stapled 
up lath and started applying colored 
stucco with a Spanish texture to the 
patio cover (D), we began framing the 
new deck, which is elevated a couple of 
steps above the level of the patio (E). 
Finished with Trex Transcend tiki torch 
decking with a lava rock border and a 
matching Trex railing, the new deck 

Orange County Lanai
by Michael Walter
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